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trusted that this delay of their foreshadowed ultimatum would   CHAP,
gain some little time, as it did, for strengthening British defence
in South Africa. The "interim dispatch" was highly approved
by all moderate opinion at home.

At Pretoria by all the ironies the effect was dire. Presi-
dent Kruger meant what he had said. He would not concede
broad reform unless in effect and once for all his full and sove-
reign Independence were recognised. Nor would he wait for Her
Majesty's Government "to formulate their own proposals for
a final settlement". Instead of a "golden bridge" appearing there
was a breaking of all bridges. The real forces behind the verbal
arguments leaped into view and action.
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